
“The Monkey’s Paw” Plot Diagram Rubric
100% - 85%  |  20-17 pts. 80% - 65%  |  16-13 pts. 60% - 0%  |  12-0 pts.

● Exposition is complete and accurate.
● All moments of rising action are actually 

rising action and are not part of the 
exposition.

● TIRABs are included and explain why those 
moments are rising action.  

● TIRABs are never the first word in the box. 
● TICB is in the climax box.  The explanation 

that follows TICB clearly explains how the 
conflict ends at that moment.

● Resolution is accurate.
● Main Plot box follows the directions and fits 

the format.
● Conflict type and example are present and 

accurate.
● Theme is present and it is explained well.
● Formatting:

○ Font is legible size.
○ Fonts do not go outside boxes or off 

page.
○ Capitals and periods.
○ No boxes begin with “when” or 

nonspecific pronouns.

● Exposition is partially incomplete.
● Moments in the rising action boxes are not 

all RA and might be exposition.
● TIRABs do not fully explain why those 

moments are rising action.  
● TIRABs might be the first word in the box. 
● Climax not properly identified.  The 

explanation that follows TICB doesn’t 
address how the conflict ends at that 
moment.

● Resolution is accurate.
● Main Plot box is incomplete in some fashion.
● Conflict type present, no example.
● Theme is incorrect, not explained well.
● Formatting:

○ Font is size is troublesome.
○ Fonts go outside boxes or off page just a 

bit.
○ Capitals or periods missing now and 

again.
○ A box or two might begin with “when” or 

nonspecific pronouns.

● To reach this level, much of what is listed in 
the previous box would be present, but it 
would be even worse. 
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